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round his ears. Of course they are stingless hornets, so they can
only buzz at him impdtently; but it will make trouble, for they
will think (as he indeed intends) that he is preparing to go into
the War Cabinet. So as trouble is a bad thing, I have put before
Milner the importance of getting him transferred to the office
of the Duchy of Lancaster as soon as may be. But I shall be
amused to see if the Goat and Hankey between them will be
able to evict him.
" No, my friend, it is not true that Henry [Wilson] has been
intriguing. It is just as untrue that Robertson has been intrigu-
ing. But the Goat has certainly been intriguing; and so everyone
who comes into touch or conflict with him gets tarred with the
same brush. If you knew all you would agree that Henry has
behaved exceedingly well, and been abominably treated...
" The Cabinet discussion on Ireland yesterday was I under-
stand a very woolly thing. What happened at L. G.'s meeting
afterwards with the delegates I haven't yet heard."
That day Ronald McNeill also wrote to Carson. He had seen
Barrie and Londonderry (who had been called over to be
harangued on their duty by the Prime Minister) and they
were both, says Lady Carson in her diary, " very worried
and upset at not seeing Edward. It's funny not one of them
can do anything for themselves. And there was nothing to
talk about, Edward having settled everything when he was
over."
Oliver's next letter, written on the 15th, touches on the news
of the alarming state of Ireland which broke in rudely upon his
federal plans:
" After all the Convention is a subordinate matter," he wrote,
" and a settlement is only slightly more so.
u Surely the main thing is to nip in the bud a new and much
more formidable rebellion. The following is my prescription whieb
I daresay you will think very ignorant.
" (1) Remove Wimborne and Duke.
" (2) Publish the facts of the present state of Ireland*
" (3) Appoint W. Long Viceroy (Cabinet) and c Wuflie *
(Sir William Robertson) Chief Secretary and Commander-iii-
Chief.
" (4) Declare Martial Law.
We